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President's corner part 6

Another full month of excitement for
our chapter. June 2nd from all the com-
ments heard, | believe our guest

night went well. We had 25 members
15 guests (including 4 ladies.) Fun was
had by all and it was suggested we re-
peat the program later in the year, per-
haps more members will find someone to invite. One
guest, Rich Baranowski has returned the last few
weeks and seems excited to sing with us. June 8th’s
Shakespeare in the park performance also went well
with 15 members singing and passing out our busi-
ness cards to interested people in the audience. An-
other experience, singing at an outdoor event. We
managed to spread some joy and entertained.

Thanks guys. June 16th rehearsal had 6 visitors one
of which was an exciting director candidate. June 23
at our performance at Chesterfield villas had 25 gents
participate and we were well received. Our chorus
along with 3 quartets: Morry’s Boys, Song Masters,
and 4 Tunes did another great job. The Harmony
Festival IV volunteers are hard at work for the August
15th performance. Remember if you elected not to
sing, you still may want to be in the audience for
some wonderful barbershop fun and harmony. Only
$5.00 in advance, see Bill Warren or Dick Kury for
tickets.

Keep In Tune ... Norm Meier

The Alton Chapter E001 the 1st. Illinois Chapter, ends
it’s 63 year history! See page 4 for details...




A conversation across the kitchen table in
Howard Burn’s Ballwin home.

As | rang the doorbell I spied little reminders on the door to keep
the environment green.

Q/ Howard, first of all, what can you tell us about your stroke
and the progress you have made since?

“It’s funny you should ask, as it happened exactly two years ago
this month, June 2007. Asto where | am now? | am doing quite
well with it, but my neurologist told me not to get my hopes up
too high but to just keep working on it the best I can. It was
bleeding in the brain, and that part of the brain is damaged and it
will never be back like it was.

Q/ You spent a lot of time in the hospital didn’t you?

“Oh yes, a lot of time, and | found out | had a heart murmur that
| didn’t know | had until the stroke. | found out it was a bad aor-
tic heart valve, so | had to have that done as well. They gave me
the choice of a pig valve or a mechanical valve. | chose the pig
valve to avoid having to take the Cumedin all the time. (oink,
oink). Then I did therapy at the hospital after | finally came out in
September 2007. Now | see my regular doctor 3 times a year and
my heart doctor 3 times a year. | keep them in good financial
shape! | also found out at the same time | have tinnitus (ringing
in the ears) so | see that doctor a couple of times a year”

Q/ Well the tinnitus doesn’t seem to get in the way of your sing-
ing. Will you tell us all about your family?

“l am 75 and Peggy is 80 and we have been married 54 years on
August 31. We have three children, Margaret is the oldest, and
we have a son, William, and another daughter Patricia. We have
ten grandchildren, three from Margaret, and seven from William.
The oldest granddaughter just got married last year. William lives
in a little town called Luck, near St. Croix, Wisconsin and he has
seven children. We like to drive up to visit him yearly and will be
going up there in August for our anniversary. My eldest Marga-
ret live in Florissant and has a son, Jim, in the Special Forces —
so we never know what he is up to — it is all hush-hush. My
youngest daughter, Pat never married.”

Q/ What did you do for a living?

“l was a tool maker with Boeing in Wichita, but it was feast or
famine. When the work dried up you had to find something else
to do. It got to be a pain, and McDonnell in St Louis was hiring,
and they offered me a job and promised it would be more reliable
—no layoffs. So in 1963 | went to work for them, and it was true,
I was not laid off until 1973! Finally | went to work for Chrysler,
and I loved it, and was with them until my retirement in 1997”.

Q/ OK, let’s talk about music — | hear you have a great reputa-
tion for singing?

“l was born into music. My folks were in Vaudeville way back
when. They were in a troupe that traveled around, played the gui-
tar fairly well, did skits and things. | had an older sister that has
passed away and there is a younger sister and brother. He lives in
South Carolina and was athletic director at the Firman University
there . The older sister was an excellent pianist, and wanted me to
learn it, but | wanted to play the trumpet. My mom taught piano.
When we kids came along, they quit. My dad was a meat cutter,
as was my grandfather who was an immigrant from Glasgow,
Scotland and he had a meat market. He used to go into Wichita
from Burton, a distance of about 60 miles, sell his meat for cash
and then come home with all that cash. One day he did not make
it home, and we reckon he was waylaid and killed for the money.

Q/ Did you do any poetry like Robbie Burns did?

“No, my dad was a poet and a writer, but we have never traced
our ancestry. | am looking forward to going there one day.
Some of the other members have done some research.”

Q/ Obviously you have this great love of music, so tell us
about that in detail if you can?

“From the time | was in grade school | always sang in church
groups and when they had things in school | was in all the cho-
ruses, glee clubs, and played trumpet in the band. And also,
because it was a small town with one main street and two side
streets, if you wanted to be in something you could be in it. |
did all the sports and theatrical plays as well. It was wonderful.
In my freshman year in high school there was a barbershop
quartet in town who sang at special programs. My pals got
interested in that and we sang for about 2 years in high school.
I also sang solos in church and there | formed a mixed quartet
that sang gospel songs in our Baptist church”

At this point Howard showed me a scrapbook with many cut-
outs from newspapers.

“We had a quartet called the Golden Stairs Quartet and we
entered a gospel competition in Memphis, in 1960. We won in
the category of best young quartet. Elvis Presley was there and
he took us to Graceland for a visit for a couple of hours. He
was very nice and did not mind that we had used some of his
songs like “Walking through Those Golden Stairs” and “Stand
By Mde” in a record album which our quartet had made and
issued.”

“After that we were headliners at the gigs, and Hap Peebles,
who was a promoter in Wichita, said he wanted us to quit our
jobs and go professional as he had a tour all lined up for us.
This was great for the other three, but by that time | already
had two kids, and could not quit my job. | had however, trav-
eled with my group to several towns spread from Texas to
North Carolina. You cannot depend on singing for a living. |
was still working at Boeing at that time. So | gave that up but |
formed a quartet at my present church which is Valley Park
Methodist. | sing whatever part | can in that group, whether it
is lead or tenor.”

Continued on page 6
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Who knows? -
Do you sing or don't you sing? Don't be a follower.

| read an article the other day that made
sense to me. They ("SPEBSQSA, Inc.")
tell me that we currently have 1444

| quartets in the Barbershop Harmony So-
| ciety, so that means approximately 5776
members of our Society sing and regis-
tered their quartet. (Probably less since several men
could be in more than one quartet)

Can you believe that less than 22% of our current
membership is enjoying this important component of
our Society? No? | can't either! If this is true that
means 88% of us can't find three other guys who sing
other parts and don't like us well enough to sing to-
gether. What's the reason for this? You may make a
mistake? You may miss a note? You would rather
follow along with the chorus so a slight mistake can
not be identified? You would rather follow along
than find where your mistakes are and be able to FIX
them? Choose one of these if you would rather.
However that may be why and how a good chorus
begins to sound less professional at each perform-
ance. | have learned that you will advance quicker
and sound better if you choose a chorus song, gather
up three other guys and each sing your part. Find
any way you can to get a quartet working. Take my
advice, you may find out that it's more fun when you
can hear yourself and correct little mistakes, which
we all make. If we do this surely it will make all of
us improve and as my friend Dickie says, the chorus
will sound "much more Marvelous-er".

Charlie Grubbs

“ Director Search H

The Gentlemen of Sound, (the St. Louis
Suburban Chapter Chorus) is seeking a
director with a strong desire to put his or her
touch on “The Gents” and create some serious
Improvement.

We are a group of 47 members (35 very ac-
tive,) and we perform about 12 times annually
and we are booked through 2010. We have an
annual Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner/
Show and it’s always a sell-out. An appro-
priate salary is offered. If you, or someone
you know are interested, please contact Dick
Kury, committee chairman at 314-838-2567,
at his email, dickkury@swbell.net

Getting older is the pits...

| feel like my body has gotten totally
out of shape, so | got my doctor’s per-
mission to join a fitness club
and start exercising. | decided to take
an aerobics class for seniors.

I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and
down and perspired for an hour
but by the time | got my leotards on,
the class was over.

Author unknown.

Guests Don’t Just
Show Up They're
Invited ... S0000
Consider Yourself Invited
And Bring A Buddy
See you there at 7:00
Tuesday nights.

Our address is in the front page header.
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Tradition has lost it’s cutting edge
By Kathie Basset June 14, 2009

ALTON - A year after the end of World War 1,
57 men attended an organizational meeting for the
Alton chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society,
becoming the first such chartered group in Illinois.

Approximately half the men who came to the Strat-
ford Hotel in Downtown Alton that night signed up to
become charter members.

In recent times, however, membership has dramati-
cally dwindled to just a handful of singers in the
group fondly known through the years as the Alton
Barbershoppers.

"With declining enrollment, advancing age and de-
clining health, we didn't have enough critical mass to
keep on going," said member Chris Schueneman.

Only one of the men who attended the original meet-
ing In 1946, Duward Worle?/ of Godfrey, was still
around to participate recently in the chapter's volun-
tary decision to disband after 62 years.

Along with lead Worley, the four final members of

the Alton Four Quartet were tenor Chris Schuneman,
baritone Dan Tomkinson, who was recently hospital-
ized, and bass Carl Porter, who recently passed away.

At his original audition, Worley sang with three other
men, using music. Barbershop music, however, typi-
cally is sung from memory and without instrumental
accompaniment.

"I couldn't do it then,” Worley said. "I didn't go back
until | retired (from Shell Oil) in 1985, and then |
helped close the chapter. It was kind of a hard deci-
sion, and it's sad."

Singing has long been a part of Worley's life. For
many years before becoming a barbershopper, he
sang in choirs and at weddings, including his own.
Worley sang to his bride, who cried at the beauty of
the moment. The couple has been married for 60
years.

At that time, Worley didn't realize that serenading
someday would become a regular part of his life as a
barbershop quartet member.

Valentine's Day traditionally was a busy holiday for
the choir and the various quartets.

"We would take flowers and chocolates and go sing
for loved ones anywhere someone wanted us to go,"
Worley said. "It was fun."

Schuneman is a more recent member of the Alton
Four, recruited by Worley about six years ago.

"This is the best - to be able to sing with three other
guys you like," Schuneman said. "1 wish | had started
years ago."

Schuneman said that he has only recently learned the
significance of the Alton chapter's designation as
E001, signifying that it was Illinois' inaugural chap-
ter.

In subsequent years, the Alton chapter sponsored the
Florissant, Mo., chapter, which in turn sponsored the
St. Charles, Mo., chapter - the Ambassadors of Har-
mony, a gold medal-winning society.

"It's a great hobby," Schuneman said. "People come
for the music and stay for the friends. We bond to-
gether through our love of this unique harmony."

One of the best memories for Worley and Schuneman
is the quartet's recent appearance in a F_rodqctlon of
"TheI Music Man" at Marquette Catholic High School
in Alton.

"At the end of the production, we thanked Sue
(Mueller of Marquette) for letting us be 17 again,”
Schuneman said. "We then thanked the kids for not
noticing we had lines."

Schuneman, who grew up singing gospel music, said
he likes songs that are a mixture of barbershop, patri-
otic and gospel.

“Younger people don't relate easily to the traditional
barbershop style emblematic of the Alton chapter, and
many think it's corny,” Schuneman said.

"More competitive groups are attracting younger sing-
ers with the medals that they have won and by chang-
ing modern songs to incorporate barbershop harmo-
nies,” he said.

"When | sin% with the Ambassadors of Harmony, the
coach says that he wants to have 'POW' moments,"
Schuneman said. "The focus of the Alton chapter was
more on local service, camaraderie and fun."”

Despite this change in tastes, the Alton Four typically
erformed several times a month in convalescent
omes and maintained a busy schedule up until the

recent death of member Carl Porter.

"We closed the chapter because we only had three
members after Carl (Porter) died,” Worley said.

"We had been discussing disbanding the chorus when
Dan went into the hospital,” Schuneman said. "When
you only have one of a particular voice part, you know
you're in trouble.”

To bid the Alton chapter an appropriate adieu, 30
members from the Florissant, Belleville and St.
Charles chapters surprised Worley, Schuneman and
the other remaining member, George Huff, with a
"Bon Voyage" party.

The barbershoppers sang all night, and the grouP

ended by singing the same song they traditionally per-

onrme_d to finish all of their concerts, "God Bless
merica."

"T_f(\jis was a wonderful way to wrap it up,” Schuneman
said.

Kathie Basset for the Telegraph

kathie.bassett@gmail.com
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Board Meeting (Unofficial) Minutes
Wednesday June 3, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by
President Norm Meier in the normal manner. Present
were Don Campbell, Morry Kevrick, Eddie Kammer,
John Boehm, Dean Carlisle, John Tully, and Charlie
Grubbs.

Secretary Report: Minutes were approved as writ-
ten.

Treasurer: Charlie Grubbs reported expense for the
month of $405.12 and there was no income received
which resulted in a debit balance. Discussion of treas-
ury included estimated reserves, available charitable
amounts, a suggestion to research interest income op-
tions, and other bank interest comparisons. Comments
included First Community, other savings & loan com-
panies and banks. The banking option policies will be
at the discretion of the treasurer. The treasurer’s re-
port was accepted.

Membership: Eddie Kammer reported there were 25
members who invited guests to the special guest night
and 15 attended. Eddie sent thank you cards to those
who attended and invitations to revisit. There were
inquiries from some guests about application require-
ments. We thank the event chairmen Morry and Eddie
and all who assisted.

Program V.P.: Dean Carlisle reported difficulty in
finding available space and time to assemble four-
somes for quartet practices and the need for more
tenor voices.

Public Relations: Del Massey absent; reporting for
Del—Norm advised a correction to bulletin calendar
listing for the July 21 scheduled performance is at

Meramec Bluffs not as previously listed.

Bulletin Editor: Dick Kury absent; Norm com-
mended John Tully on the good job he has done re-
porting membership articles. All board members
agree that they are great for the chapter. John mod-
estly credited the talking abilities of our members.

Harmony Foundation: John Tully reported that all
has been on “auto-pilot” since the early activity with
Ranken-Jordan Hospital gifts. A thank you letter was
received in April for the presentation of audio and
video equipment which we presented to the therapy
department. John promises to give us an additional
goal to work toward in the future along with the St.
Joseph Institute for the Deaf School music depart-
ment. Norm suggested a contact with Kathy at the
school to determine any special needs for this year.

Area Council: Dick K. & Bill W. absent; Eddie re-
minded us that the Harmon¥ Festival is a current up-
coming event on August 15™ at the First Baptist
Church on Muegge Rd in St. Charles County. Dis-
counted tickets can be purchased currently from Dick
Kury and information is on our website.

Uniform Chairman: Temp Eddie K ; asked the
status of the additional new tan shirt order. Don ad-
vised shirts are ordered and paid for and invoice will
be presented for reimbursement when they are re-
ceived. Member cost was not determined at this time.

Norm asked if all new member name tags have been
distributed and Charlie advised that all current mem-
bers are equipped. One member requested a replace-
ment that has not been purchased yet. He then asked if
we are not going to use name tags why buy them? This
opened a discussion on how to encourage members to
wear them and how to penalize those who refuse which
ended as another announcement at the next rehearsal
that they are part of the uniform and are to be worn as
part of the uniform.

Director: Don Campbell reviewed the triple survey
and explained the results of the combined preferences
of the music committee, the board, and most recently
the membership. The results, which include a begin-
ning foundation for the 2010 CB & C performance,
will be reviewed at the next music committee early
meeting on June 9™ and then presented to the member-
ship at the next rehearsal opportunity. New songs will
be combined with the prior program in order to form a
fresh new CB & C theme.

Old Business: Guest night all agreed was a great
stirring program and a success. A suggestion was made
to repeat an identical program for those members who
did not have time to invite anyone. There were 22 invi-
tations mailed and an additional 3 verbal which re-
sulted in 11 possible new members. The final decision
was to consider a repeat guest invitation meeting later
this fall as our schedule permits.

Harmony Festival. The singing members currently
signed up to perform at the festival numbers 16 which
is below that required to make a presentable chorus.
Norm sent an e-mail on Wednesday May 27 to some
members requesting more information. In regard to
these e-mails, members are requested to reply immedi-
ately to Norm. The final choice of songs for a Har-
mony Festlval presentation will be announced during
the June 9" rehearsal along with practice details.

The nominating committee advised that nominations
have been made and accepted for four positions of the
upcoming election. John Boehm will inquire if the re-
maining required officers will accept for next year.
Chapter by-laws state that the election of new officers
shall be completed on or before October 15 and re-
ported to the society as soon as possible but no later
than December of the current year. So get your ac-
cepted nominations to Norm as soon as possible.
Annual CB & C Show: Norm asked what special
quartets have been contacted or secured. Suggestions
were to consider the senior quartets listed in the current
Harmonizer, a mixed quartet, or humorous quartets.
Norm will contact Bill Warren for an update.

New Business: The director search committee will
meet late Tuesday June 9 to set procedure for interview
exchanges. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted for Bill Lange by
Charlie Grubbs
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Still Goin” at 92

Circa 1904 sang at the opening of the “Senior
Awareness Week’ which was held on the grounds of
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Facility, next to Our
Lady of Life Apartments. Many various agencies
brought vans and buses of seniors to this event.

The quartet is pictured and from left to right we have
Hank, John, Frank and Ken. We have been singing to-
gether for 12 years. John is a resident at Our Mother of
Perpetual Help at 92.

Ken is the youngest at 76. All of us have been quartet
singing for over 35 years and most over 50 years.

A 2" picture shows a view of the extent of the crowd
but not all of it.
Harmoniously,

!
4

) Hank~JoHn~Frank~Ken

L i

Q/ Who found you for our group?

“l have been here about 5 years. Morrie Kevrik found me. He
and his wife used to come to places where Pat and | and her
group were performing, and Helen liked to dance a lot. His son
came to me and said his dad wanted to see if | was interested in
barbershop, which I was, and that is how | got started.”

Q/ I did not know you performed with your daughter, tell me
more?

“Mostly we did country clubs, and that sort of thing. | play
harmonica and Pat plays piano, and trumpet. She took up the
trumpet from me. She is very good at it, and that is how she got
to college on a trumpet scholarship.”

Q/ Are you and Pat going to do something for the barbershop-
per’s some time? Would you consider doing something, for
instance, at the next corned beef and cabbage show?

“We possibly could, - we are doing something on June 27" at
one of the granddaughter’s company. Now | am not doing a lot
with Pat, because she has cut down on this and is going back to
finish her college as she only did 2 years of it. She wants to do
entertainment (singing) for hospitals, retirement homes and that
sort of thing. Her real main job is gardening and landscape,
however.”

Q/ What do you get out of barbershop?

“Well, 1 enjoy it and when we get to do the numbers decently
that is most satisfying. | am in the Songmaster’s quartet. The
problem is we only get to practice on Monday and Tuesday
nights. In between | keep the music and CD’s all back there in
my office. If there is something | am having a little problem
with | focus on that. | am singing Baritone now.”

Q/ How is the voice?

“| still don’t have the voice | had, but it is getting stronger. My
walking is getting better too. Believe it or not, with all the
sports | was very strong. | think it has helped me. | was very
fast when | was young too —reason being the other kids had
larger diameter bikes so | had to peddle faster”

We ended our conversation at this point. Finally, as we walk
out of the house, | notice the neatly manicured front garden.
“Yes”, says Howard, “Pat comes over and does all that for me
these days”.

Thanks for your time Howard. Howard gave me a CD of his
and Pat’s songs, accompanied by Mike Higgins, including
“Moody Blues”, “Color My World”, “Suspicious Minds”, and
many others. If it is OK with Howard I’ll pass it around for a
contribution to our favorite charity.

Howard Burns

Submitted by John Tully
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Here’s what’s happen’n s I Ju ly»2@@9w

July 1st Monthly Board Meeting

Su M Tu wW Th Fri Sa

Aug. 15 Harmony Festival 1V 1st Baptist Church of 1 2 3
St. Charles (Same as last year.) 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Noon till’ 5 PM Get your $5.00 advance tickets

from Bill Warren OI’)E)ICk Kury. $6.00 at the door. 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
No BIG deal... but a bucks a buck! 19 20 21 29 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Gentlemen of Sound Performance Schedule

Jul. 21 Meramec Bluffs, Ballwin MO

Aug. 18 Lake St. Charles 45 Honey Locus 63301 I W oM R ol 0t UL
Sept. 15 Delmar Gardens West S. Outer 40 14 Morry Kevrick 21 Rosemary McVey

Oct. 20 Cape Albion 3300 Lake Bend Dr. 24 Del Massey

Nov. 10 Brentwood Retirement 8600 Delmar 28 Jerry Schenck

Chapter meetings (Tuesday) now start at 7:00 pm 29 Greg Bosshardt

V4 Sharp - Section rehearsals, Quartets,

Visits and Music Committee meeting .
and leave a little time for TAGS.... Happy Aﬂnlversal'y

Our Quartets: Nostalgia, Four Tunes, Key-Tones, Pitch

Seekers, Songmasters, Morry’s Boys, Senior Moments 24 Kate & Julien Worland

Listen to & sing with your
learning tracks everyday.

The Extension Chords Meet every Monday at 7:00 Sharp

T

e O 00 T

I’m missing stuff, Bio
info., B-Day for you &
spouse, anniversary date |:
etc.? Plz Get it to Dick!

PLERSE IEPOEHE OF
WENE PEAPER PREPEEILY
Sthare it with

WANTED ,..f

EEH E’HE I.IKR Tﬁ SIHG!

Contributors to
/6 By-Lines this month.
an Norm Meier, Bill Lange,
John Tully, Howard Burns,

Charlie Grubbs, Ken Volk
Karen Basset of the Telegraph

Call Eddie Kammer 314-849-0763

Gentlemen of Sound By-Lines July 2009 Page 7



B\ DICK KURY, Editor & Publisher
4 32 Riverwood Estates Blvd.
Florissant, MO 63031-6529

"HEARTLAND OF |
HARMONY
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Proud Member
Of Probe

Address correction requested

The Gentlemen of Sound’s
ST. LOUIS SUBURBAN BY-LINES

Celebrating our 67th year, chartered May 21, 1942
Visit our website: www.gentlemenofsound.org

By-Lines is the official monthly publication of the St. Louis Suburban Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
The St. Louis Suburban “Gentlemen of Sound” meet every Tuesday at Our Lady of The Pillar School lunchroom,
403 So. Lindbergh Blvd. (West side) just South of Ladue Road and North of Hwy. 40, Creve Coeur, MO 63141
PHONE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS BELOW BEFORE YOU COME, WE MAY BE PERFORMING ELSEWHERE.

Don Campbell, Music Director ~ Larry Throgmorton, Asst. Director

President Norm Meier, 636-225-5643

Harmony Fond. Chairman John Tully, 314-997-5139

Membership V. Pres. Eddie Kammer, 314-849-0763

Music Librarian Bob Niedringhaus, 314-423-6028

Program V. Pres. Dean Carlisle, 636-519-9408

Uniform Committee Bill Warren, Charlie Grubbs

Music V. Pres. Don Campbell, 314-892-7843

Chorus Manager Eddie Kammer, 314-849-0763

Public Relations V. Pres. Del Massey, 314-416-7967

Area Council/District Delegate Bill Warren, 314-846-4808

Secretary Bill Lange, 314-822-4832

Immediate Past Pres. Charlie Grubbs, 314-423-0385

Treasurer Charlie Grubbs, 314-423-0385

Board Members at large:
John Boehm, Morry Kevrick, John Conrad, Walter Hubbard

eMail: ..., dickkury@swbell.net

Our website, www.

gentlemenofsound.org




