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Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Our Lady of  The Pillar School Lunchroom, 403 So. Lindbergh, Just So. of Ladue Rd. Creve Coeur, MO   

ATTENTION ATTENTION   
Always A Sell-Out!   Don’t wait, get your limited seating 

Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner & Show Tickets NOW!  
March 6th Dinner 5:00 ~ Show 7:00pm Call Dean 636-519-9408 

A great full Corned Beef & Cabbage dinner with all the trimmings. 
Beer & Soft Drinks included for dinner and afterglow! Only $22.00 

 

Congratulations to Glenn Mueller for many 

years of loving service to the visually impaired!  
The Gentlemen of Sound are proud to have Glenn as a member. 



Gentlemen of Sound By-Lines February  2010 Page 2 

A note from our treasurer Charlie Grubbs  
 

(This information was intended for a previous publica-
tion but because of space problems was delayed.) 

 

Since we have all read our By-Lines 
Bulletins this year we know that one 
requirement of the law for all not-for-
profit organizations is to register a 
Mission Statement at the beginning of 
the fiscal year. Our 2009 mission was 
stated as follows. 
 

    Part I  The chapter shall strive to support local 
charities such as St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf, 
Pony Bird Inc., St. Louis Christmas Caroling 
Assoc., Friends of Kids with Cancer, and others 
such as Rankin Jordan Hospital if possible. 
 
     Part  II  The chapter shall strive to serve the mu-
sical needs of all current and potential members by 
providing and actively supporting a wide variety of 
barbershopping opportunities, which may include 
organized quartets, pickup quartets, and chorus sing-
ing and group or “gang” singing.     
 
    Part II of the mission statement, the “gang sing-
ing, chorus singing, pick up quartet singing, organ-
ized quartet singing, serving the needs of all mem-
bers, and even chorus singing, has never been a 
problem for us. We do it off and on.  No pun in-
tended. 

 
    Part I takes a different kind of effort and this year 
we have worked to support these charitable organi-
zations and have done a task that we can look back 
on with some pride.  Our major concentration, as in 
the past, has been on the St. Joseph Institute for the 
Deaf.  We have, even though by accident, gained the 
attention of a national audience by making the 
news-paper headlines and network Television on 
Jay Leno’s Tonight Show.  Some folks presumed it 
odd that we might sing with and support a children’s 
deaf school, having doubt that these kids could learn 
to sing along and learn to speak well.  We can as-
sure those doubters how incorrect they are and 
prove the accomplishments of these children with 
one short visit.  We are proud to have been able to 
present our donation, $2,895.00, to their music de-
partment. 

   In addition we purchased  CD and DVD player/
recording electronics, $260.00, for the Ranken-
Jordan Hospital to use in their verbal rehabilitation 
processes.  We made a donation of $420.00 to the 
St. Louis Christmas Carols Association which is 

used to support several charities.  We also know our 
friends at Our Lady of the Pillar put to good use the 
$1,200.00 that we donate to the church. The Friends 
of Kids with Cancer were appreciative of the $500.00 
donation to their organization which is also used in 
various areas of support for the children.  The Pony 
Bird Inc. invited us to serenade some of their resi-
dents as we presented our $500.00 support for that 
facility. We found that the benefit for a few minutes 
of singing was definitely in our favor. What an awe-
some experience to see people with that calling and 
the ability to give constant care for their patients. 

    As we closed out the year we said thank you to 
Don Campbell our past chorus director, all of our 
singing members, the various quartets, and those who 
gave of their time to assist on extra nights and extra 
days to make all of this possible.  We also appreciate 
the blessing of our wives and lady friends that allow 
us to be away from home and accomplish these 
goals. The “Gentlemen of Sound” should be proud to 
say they are part of this organization of husbands, 
wives and others. 

    Everyone was wished a very Merry Christmas at 
our Installation/Christmas party.   

Let’s do it again this year.    

Charlie 

How smart are ya?  
 

This is a question for people who know everything! I 
found out in a hurry that I don't!  This is not a trick 
question, but hopefully you will find it both 
challenging and informative: If you simultaneously 
play every other white key on the piano starting on G 
and ending on the F above it, what chord will you 
hear?  
 

You will find the answer on page 7 

Please dispose of this         Please dispose of this         
paper properly.  paper properly.    

Share it with your wife Share it with your wife   
or put it in your doctors office.or put it in your doctors office.  
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January 6, 2010 Board Meeting Minutes 3pm 
    
THE  OLD  SONGS; - performed by attendees R. Nel-
son, C Grubbs, J. Boehm, W. Hubbard, M. Kevrick, N. 
Meier, B. Warren, and E. Kammer opened the first 
board meeting of 2010. 
 

President (Dr. Roger Nelson’s) comments included his 
thanks to board members for their commitment to serve 
during the New Year. He then listed D. Carlisle to han-
dle ticket funds & D. Ax to handle program advertising 
sale funds and E. Kammer to handle dues as the addi-
tional bonded chapter members. Roger then requested 
presentation of regular reports. 
 

Secretary (Bill Lange) Minutes of past meeting were 
tabled until they could be reviewed. We wish Bill well 
during recovery. 
 

Treasurer (Charlie Grubbs) offered the financial report 
for the month of December including $1,239.08 income, 
$5,262.25 expense for a debit December balance.  After 
charitable amounts were distributed for the year a total 
credit balance of $131.95 remained for the 2009 activi-
ties. After discussion the board agreed that our not-for-
profit goals for 2009 were met (see details in article). 
The treasurer’s report was accepted as written. 
 

Membership (Ed Kammer) advises that two new mem-
bers are ready to join and he is asking for direction on 
the audition process. The board approved by motion/
second and vote to proceed with the presented guide-
lines using initially the D. Campbell audition re-
cordings, the director, section leaders, and music com-
mittee as alternate judges. Norm will also research mak-
ing a learning master copy for safe keeping in cassette 
and CD form. 
 

Program V. Pres (Dean Carlisle) advised that the CBC 
program songs will be used during the quartet rehearsal 
sessions and has asked Mark to direct and advise us on 
needed improvement. 
 

Public Relations (Jerry Hindes) being absent covered 
the scheduled sing-out and afterglow on January 19 
prior at the Tuesday rehearsal. Walt explained the avail-
able option presented by D. Voorhees to publicize our 
activities on the radio as Public Service Announce-
ments. Bill Warren will research the possibilities and 
advise at our next month meeting.  
 

Bulletin (Dick Kury) being absent sent a reminder ask-
ing that members submit articles of interest for publica-
tion. 
  

Harmony Foundation (John Tully) absent no new re-
port made (see details in article). 
  

Area Council (Bill Warren) view Old Business items. 
  
Uniform (Ed Kammer) anyone who has uniform 
needs should contact Eddie or Charlie. We are all 
asked to enter and exit our performing stage and risers 
in an orderly fashion. 
  
Music Director (Mark Keever) asks that all members 
study with learning devices each day 10 to 20 min-
utes. 
 
Old Business 
1) Member Dues: Senior Members after January 2010 
the discount on society (Nashville) dues will be 25 %. 
Currently District and Chapter dues have not 
changed., they remain at $20.00 and $10.00 respec-
tively. 
2) Insurance coverage, members review. Society in-
surance requirement will be handled by C. Grubbs. 
3) B. Warren made a motion/seconded and the board 
voted to approve an increase in ticket prices to $22.00 
each for CB & C to cover the evening which includes 
an afterglow and continue as is the POG drawing pro-
cedure. 
4) Charitable donors to CB & C and recipients of Bob 
McVey’s son & AFL-CIO donations were tabled until 
next meeting. 
5) Date, location, entertainment, tickets, ads, assign-
ments, food for 2010 CB & C will be announced at 
the next meeting. 
6) Roger Nelson again emphasized his appreciation 
for past assistance with December events, caroling, St. 
Jos., events, installation dinner (photos etc) and the 
expected work in the coming year. 
7) Our total donations in 2009 exceeded $100/
member. For those who asked there is no longer rec-
ognition from Nashville. 
8) Budget projections for 2010 will be proposed at our 
February Meeting. Yes I did say proposed. 
 
New Business 
  1) St Joseph Feb 5-7.  2010 Leadership Academy 
last call, does anyone else wish to attend?  
  2) All singers are encouraged to listen to CDs and 
read music.    Respectfully submitted for B. Lange  
by Charlie Grubbs 



Our year end celebration and new officer installa-
tion dinner was a pleasant and successful evening. We 
have been entertained and fed again at our favorite res-
taurant. The reports are in and we are happy to inform 
everyone that the evening was planned and carried out 
through the efforts of Mike Leonard a first time volun-
teer. Some old timers are happy to have new and 
younger help completing some of the chapter ground 
work. Thank you Mike especially for being a willing 
volunteer and again for a job well done. 

With reference to the words “newer                                  
member,” Mike joined us about 4 years                     
ago and always has a “Happy Face.” 

Charlie Grubbs 
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Early country music nostalgia … 

by Bob Niedringhaus, music librarian 
 

Most of us like to reminisce about some songs from 
the early part of the last century.  Sounds strange 
doesn’t it? 
 

Dat’s Harmony was a song written by Bert Williams 
with lyrics by Grant Clark.  Both of these black men 
wrote this music for the Ziegfeld Follies of 1911.  
Quite surprising in those days. 
 

Another very early song from that era was Alexander, 

don’t you love your baby no more, with lyrics by An-
drew B. Sterling and music by Harry Von Tilzer.  
These two gentlemen also wrote another dandy called 
Hannah Won’t You Open That Door? 
 

An Irish song from the same early era was There’s 

Something in the Name of Ireland, with lyrics and 
music by Howard Johnson and Milton Ager.  This 
was written during World War 1.  A quote from Leo 
Fiest Publishing Co. says “To some, Ireland means 
love, to others it means a race of fighting men.  Get 
this song and you’ll get the idea why the world loves 
Ireland.”  Some of our Suburban Gents should love 
that quote! 
 

Two more songs written for World War I were Where 

Do We Go From Here? and Goodbye Broadway, 

Hello France.  Another quote from the Fiest Co. 
“When you sing and play this song, you’ll know why 
the regiments on their way to France adopted it as 
their own.  In the language of the boys, “It’s got eve-
rything.” 
 

Finally, two really familiar songs, at least to most of 
us, Dark town Strutter’s Ball and Some of These 

Days along with a cutie called Walkin The Dog were 
also written during and shortly after the WWI era.  
These three penned by Shelton Brooks. 
 

These tunes were also published by the Leo Fiest Co. 
whose motto was “You can’t go wrong with a Fiest 
song.” 
 

Music was as good in the early part 
of the last century as it is today.  May 
it stay with us forever. 
 
From the guy who likes to sing. 
 
Bob 

Watch for these consolidations in 2010 
 

Hale Business Systems, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Fuller 
Brush, and W R. Grace Co. will merge and become 
Hale, Mary, Fuller, Grace 
 

Polygram Records, Warner Bros., and Zesta Crackers 
join forces and become 
Poly, Warner Cracker 
 

3M will merge with Goodyear and become 
MMMGood 
 

Zippo Manufacturing, Audi Motors, Dofasco, and 
Dakota Mining will merge and become 
ZipAudiDoDa  
 

FedEx is expected to join its competitor, UPS, and 
become 
FedUP 
 

Fairchild Electronics and Honeywell Computers will 
become 
Fairwell Honeychild 
 

Grey Poupon and Docker Pants are expected to 
become 
PouponPants 
 

Knotts Berry Farm and the National Organization of 
Women will become 
Knott NOW! 
 

Don’t blame me, I saw these in Smoke Signals, Ken 

Mettler, editor Polk-Burnett County chapter,  

St. Croix, Wisconsin 



President’s corner 

By Roger Nelson 
 
What a debt of gratitude I owe to our outgoing presi-
dent, Norm Meier, and what big shoes to try to oc-
cupy.  Ever since, apprehensive at best and feeling a 
total novice, I first entered the doors of Suburban five 
years ago, Norm, (along with others) has made me 
feel comfortable and wanted.  (I must have prayed not 
to be called on to sing in front of others for the first 
several months.)  Norm has continued to be an inspi-
ration to me: in his leadership style, in singing qual-
ity, for his understanding, gentle, criticism where 
needed and bushels of good advice. 
 
What he has done for the chapter this last year is more 
than admirable. Leading with humorous but firm au-
thority chapter meetings and board meetings, encour-
aging us by example to sing correct notes and words 
and to listen to tapes and CDs, spearheading (with 
Dick Kury) finding the excellent Music Director 
(Mark Keever) we are fortunate to have, leading us to 
such venues as Shakespeare in the Park, where he re-
luctantly but obediently lead us back for a second per-
formance, MC-ing to a sparse, semi-interested crowd: 
being the driving force behind our participation in the 
most-enjoyable Florissant Christmas program: getting 
me eventually to Ponybird: , producing a successful 
Guest night: leading on his own time, (with appreci-
ated co-leadership from Dean Carlisle,) with patience 
and perseverance, the Extension Chords and the show 
at Cape Albion (you do make a cute Lida Rose.)   
And finally giving me a suggested “to do” list as in-
coming Pres. And much, much more! 
 
Many thanks Norm. We will continue to lean on you 
for your wisdom.  
 
Roger Nelson 

 
P.S. However, I still hope that  

Mizzou  beats  Kansas. 

The show is March 6, 2010 at the St. Ann’s Commu-
nity Center.  We have lost track of how many years 
we have had the show but it is thought to be about 40 
to 45 years.  Why do we need to make money, we are 

a Not for profit organization?   
 

Why do each of our 40 plus members devote hun-
dreds of hours annually to work toward putting on 
this dinner/show and in addition, perform monthly at 
retirement homes around the St. Louis area? 
 

The reasons: 
 

St. Joseph Institution for the Deaf.  One of the most 
deserving organizations that we know of in the St. 
Louis area.  They are the main charity which we sup-
port.  Then there is the St. Louis Christmas Carols 

Assn.   (A letter from them appears in this issue on 
page 6.)  Then one of our newer charities is Pony 

Bird.  They were developed to be a special place for 
individuals with profound to severe physical and 
mental disabilities.  Friends of Kids with Cancer and  
Rankin Jordan a Pediatric Specialty Hospital. 
 

Our membership consists of men who’s average age 
is above 72.  They are purpose driven and rain or 
shine they do what has to be done to support these 
charities.  (We have a little fun too.) 
 

We have been blessed with strong leadership.  For 
example; our recently retired director, Don Campbell 
has directed the Gentlemen of Sound for nearly 15 
years.  Steadily for the last ten years.  He has had to 
drive 20 to 25 miles each way to our meeting place 
and has only missed 4 meetings. WOW!   
 

Our new director Mark Keever will be in front of us 
March 6th to direct us.  He will also perform in his 
Mixed quartet “City Nights” along with his wife and 
Ann and Kevin Keller. He will also be singing with 
his other all male quartet “Progression”  at our after-
glow. 
 

As you read this consider coming to our show.  It is 
only $22.00 and includes a full meal with desert and 
all the beverage you want, you will be helping all of 
these worthy causes.  But you had 
better hurry only 60 tickets left. 
 

Dick Kury, editor 

Our annual Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Dinner and show is our largest under-

taking and most importantly our main 

money maker.                next column  ... 
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Happy Anniversary 
09 Marlene & Dan Ax09 Marlene & Dan Ax  
15 Jean & Bill Lange15 Jean & Bill Lange  
16 Connie and John Conrad16 Connie and John Conrad  
20 Rosemary & Bob Wever20 Rosemary & Bob Wever  

Contributors to  
By-Lines this month are, 

 

Bob Neidringhaus,  

Charlie Grubbs, Eddie Kammer, 

Roger Nelson 

 
  

Spouses Birthdays 

02 Lavern Kammer02 Lavern Kammer02 Lavern Kammer02 Lavern Kammer    
  
  
  
  
  

Member Birthdays 

02 Walt Hubbard02 Walt Hubbard02 Walt Hubbard02 Walt Hubbard    
12 John Walsh12 John Walsh12 John Walsh12 John Walsh    
22 Henry Onken22 Henry Onken22 Henry Onken22 Henry Onken    
23 Larry Mayton23 Larry Mayton23 Larry Mayton23 Larry Mayton    
27 Bob Wever27 Bob Wever27 Bob Wever27 Bob Wever    

I’m missing stuff, Bio I’m missing stuff, Bio 
info., Binfo., B--Day for you  or Day for you  or 

spouse, anniversary date spouse, anniversary date 
etc.? etc.?   Get it to Dick!Get it to Dick!  

  

Look Here Guys, Do Look Here Guys, Do 
T he Write T hingT he Write T hing  

Help Your Chapter With A News Item Help Your Chapter With A News Item   

For the Next Issue For the Next Issue   
Come on, you can do it.Come on, you can do it.  

Here’s what’s a happen’n 

February 3rd ~ Monthly Board Meeting 

 
Events of chapters of the BHS and Sweet 

Adeline's can be found by going to the 
Area Council’s website at 

www.areacon.org and clicking on 
“WHAT’S HAPPENING” 

  

March 6, 2010 Annual Corned Beef Dinner/Show 

 

Gentlemen of Sound Performance Schedule see 
 http://www.gentlemenofsound.org/schedule.html 

Under the direction of Mark Keever 

Chorus rehearsal at 7:00 PM Sharp 

Our Quartets:  Nostalgia, Songmasters, Four Tunes, 

Key-Tones, Pitch Seekers, Morry’s Boys, Senior Moments 

WANTED!WANTED!  

MEN WHO LIKE TO SING MEN WHO LIKE TO SING   

AND CAN CARRY A TUNE.AND CAN CARRY A TUNE.  

  

Call Eddie Kammer Call Eddie Kammer   

314314--849849--07630763  

 

Did you notice who was missing at rehearsal? 

If you didn’t, be sure to notice next week and 

get on the phone and check up on him. 

He may be sick or maybe he just doesn’t 

know how much fun he’s missing. 

The point is… get on the phone and invite him 

back. Let him know how much he was missed. 

Let’s give our director all the help we can. 

It’s your chapter… do something about it! 

SunSun  MonMon  TueTue  WedWed  ThuThu  FriFri  SatSat  

  11  22  33  44  55  66  

77  88  99  1010  1111  1212  1313  

1414  1515  1616  1717  1818  1919  2020  

2121  2222  2323  2424  2525  2626  2727  

2828              

Feb rua ry 20 10Feb rua ry 20 10   
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The answer to the questions: from page 2 
 

If you simultaneously play every other white key on 
the piano starting on G and ending on the F above it, 
what chord will you hear? You will hear your favorite 
chord, a barbershop seventh. This will not happen if 
you start on any white key other than G. Did you know 
the answer, or did you have to look it up?  

Swiped from the Bloomington By-Lines   

Steve Alpert, editor  
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DICK KURY, Editor & Publisher 

32 Riverwood Estates Blvd. 

Florissant, MO 63031-6529 

  


