Gentiemen

The St. Louis Suburban Chapter

Vol. 30, No. 2 Dick Kury ~ Editor and Publisher FEB. 2009
Meeting Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Our Lady of The Pillar Lunchroom, 403 So. Lindbergh, Just So. of Ladue Rd. Creve Coeur, MO

What are we waiting for?
An editorial by Dick Kury, “Bird”

There is a statement going around and I’ve seen it in numerous bulletins around the Barber-
shop Society... it is, “Guests don’t just show up, they’re invited .... Be A Singer Bringer.”
It’s a catchy phrase but more than that, it is perhaps our only hope for survival.

Our society has lost and continues to loose members at an alarming rate. Why is this hap-
pening? We have without doubt, the most satisfying pastime in the world. Men getting to-
gether, singing and visiting with men who often times become lifelong friends.

Dr. Jim Henry of the Ambassadors of Harmony reminds us that what we do is not just a hobby but a ministry.
Some would disagree with that, but if you and your group have performances in retirement homes or the like,
you must realize that we are ministering to those folks. Even if your group are not great singers, you are min-
istering to them. At a recent performance I saw a gentleman and his wife who used to attend my church. He
had a wonderful solo voice. He is now troubled with throat problems and hasn’t sung in several years. His
wife told me that he was singing along with us, quietly. We ministered to him and his wife was also delighted.
She said he seemed very happy to hear us.

Why do we deprive others by not inviting them to join us? When we find a really great restaurant or see a
wonderful movie we can’t wait to tell our friends about it. What are we waiting for? Do your friends a big
favor... invite them to join us.

None of us have enough friends, we can always use more. I recently heard, “when you’re singing, there are no
strangers, just friends you’ve yet to meet.”

Get your friends to a meeting Immediately join them in singing a tag so they can get hooked just like I was
hooked back in 1962 when a red faced guy by the name of Bob Web grabbed me, asked what part I sing and
when I told him “I sing tenor in the choir,” he said, here’s how your part goes. I’'m still hooked after 46 years.




A\ choir festival was held at the church of Our Lady Of The Pillar at 7:30 pm. Monday, January 19, 20009.

The Extension Chords of our Gentlemen Of Sound were among the musical groups that performed. By re-
quest they sang several Christmas arrangements and concluded with "The Irish Blessing". There were seven
other choirs from churches and schools in the greater St. Louis area.

Dean Carlisle directed our chorus and they were warmly received. They sounded great! Speaking to the men
that were present, Dean commented that the youngest member of the group was 64 years old and the oldest is
in his 91st year. He added, "This is what you will sound like when you reach our age". This was greeted with
appreciative laughter.

Alfter the concert, the church choir director invited everyone present to have coffee and cookies in the church
hall. Several of the chorus wives were present. My job was to take photographs of the occasion. We are so

proud of our guys!

The Extension Chords are a “break-out” group of the Gentlemen of Sound within the St. Louis Suburban
Chapter. The group was formed in order to create a greater interest in men getting into quartets. It is felt
that by doing this the individual groups of four will develop more quickly by being on their own in a quar-
tet. It is working, and it has added a few quartets for our performances and has strengthened the chorus.

The group was started by Dean Carlisle and Norm Meier, both seasoned barbershoppers. The group has
performed six to eight times in the last year and are well accepted and always asked back.
Hats off to Dean and Norm and all of the men who do double duty both Monday and Tuesday nights.
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What is POLITICAL SPIN?

Judy Wallman, a professional genealogy researcher in
southern California , was doing some personal work
on her own family tree. She discovered that Harry
[senator (D) from Nevada ] Reid's great-great uncle,
Remus Reid, was hanged for horse stealing and train
robbery in Montana in 1889. Both Judy and Harry
Reid share this common ancestor.

The only known photograph of Remus shows him
standing on the gallows in Montana territory. On the
back of the picture Judy obtained during her research
is this inscription: 'Remus Reid, horse thief, sent to
Montana Territorial Prison 1885, escaped 1887,
robbed the Montana Flyer six times. Caught by
Pinkerton detectives, convicted and hanged in 1889.'

So Judy recently e-mailed Senator Harry Reid for in-
formation about their mutual great-great uncle.

Believe it or not, Harry Reid's staff sent back the fol-
lowing biographical sketch for her genealogy re-
search: 'Remus Reid was a famous cowboy in the
Montana Territory . His business empire grew to in-
clude acquisition of valuable equestrian assets and
intimate dealings with the Montana railroad. Begin-
ning in 1883, he devoted several years of his life to
government service, finally taking leave to resume his
dealings with the railroad. In 1887, he was a key
player in a vital investigation run by the renowned
Pinkerton Detective Agency. In 1889, Remus passed
away during an important civic function held in his
honor when the platform upon which he was standing
collapsed.'

That's real POLITICAL SPIN! THAT is how it's done folks!

What can | say? ...

Every guy knows that there are days in the
month when all a man has to do is open his
mouth and he takes his life in his own hands.

The following guide should be as common as
a driver’s license in the wallet of every hus-
band, boyfriend or significant other!

DANGEROUS: What’s for dinner?

SAFER: Can I help you with dinner?

SAFEST: Where would you like to go for dinner?
ULTRA SAFE: Have some chocolate.

DANGEROUS: Are wearing that?
SAFER: Wow, you look good in brown.
SAFEST: WOW! Look at you!
ULTRA SAFE: Have some chocolate.

DANGEROUS: What are you so worked up about?
SAFER: Could we be over reacting?

SAFEST: Here’s my paycheck.

ULTRA SAFE: Have some chocolate.

DANGEROUS: Should you be eating that?
SAFER: You know, there are a lot of apples left.
SAFEST: Can I get you a glass of wine with that?
ULTRA SAFE: Have some chocolate.

DANGEROUS: What did you do all day?
SAFER: I hope you didn’t over-do it today.
SAFEST: I've always loved you in that robe!
ULTRA SAFE: Have some more chocolate.

Author unknown, although, he is obviously married.

You Just Can’t Fix Stupid!

I was checking out at the local Wal-Mart with just a few
items and the lady behind me put her things on the belt
close to mine. I picked up one of those 'dividers' that they
keep by the cash register and placed it between our things
so they wouldn't get mixed. After the girl had scanned all
of my items, she picked up the 'divider,' looking it all over
for the bar code so she could scan it. Not finding the bar
code, she said to me, 'Do you know how much this is?' I
said to her, 'I've changed my mind, I don't think I'll buy
that today.' She said 'OK," and I paid her for the things and
left. She had no clue to what had just happened

More at another time ...

I would really like to thank Kathy Grubbs for the
beautiful work she did in making the "Cook Books"
at Christmas time. She gave one to each of the wives/
significant others of the chorus members. Her draw-
ings were a delight! They gave the books a personal-
ity like no other. She is such a neat lady with a real
"God-Given-Gift" of drawing all kinds of images.
Have you ever been blessed to receive a card or note
from Kathy? If you have then you know that even her
envelopes are works of art. Thank you Kathy for be-
ing able to put a smile on our face whenever we hear
from you, we love you!

Your photographer.
Rosemary Wever
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Gentlemen of Sound Board of Directors
January 7, 2009

The January meeting was called to order by President
Norm Meier at 7:08 PM and opened with singing “The
Old Songs.”

Present were John Boehm, Don Campbell, Dean Car-
lisle, John Conrad, Walt Hubbard, Eddie Kammer,
Morry Kevrick, Bill Lange, Del Massey, Norm Meier
and John Tully and Bill Warren.

The December minutes were accepted.

The treasurer reported income, expenses, and cash bal-
ance for the month of December. Money Market Bal-
ance was reported also. Major expenditures were St.
Joseph Institute $1,905, Pony Bird $1,000 and Sybergs
$1,436 (for Installation.) The report was accepted.

Norm reported for Charlie Grubbs that caroling raised
$840.00. A motion to forward $420 to the Carolers As-
sociation and $420 to our charities fund was approved.

The board thanks Charlie Grubbs for writing thank you
letters to the restaurants that allowed the carolers to
sing.

The nominating committee for 2010 will be John
Boehm, Eddie Kammer and one other still to be named.

Norm asks that all members be responsible for at least
one ad in the CB&C program.

Don Campbell presented the song list and practice
schedule for CB&C. Music list for the next two per-
formances will be Emailed to members in advance of
the performance. Don will change singing positions for
some singers to achieve better balance.

We need to find someone to take over public relations
by 2010. Del has arranged the schedule for 2009. He
has files which his successor can continue.

Dean reports that the quartet program is not going well.
The groups are not getting together on their own and
Monday nights are not sufficient.

John Tully has taken responsibility for Harmony Foun-
dation. He also says the 50/50 drawing will be renewed
and revised.

Eddie Kammer reported on membership. Roger Nelson
invited Dr. Henry Onken, a retired plastic surgeon.

John Ford got a second “Man of Note.” A visitors’
night will be planned for June 2. We can also invite for-
mer members to come back. We should schedule that
night in the gym.

Dick Kury continues to need articles for the bulletin.
Dick also needs any decisions made tonight regarding
CB&C.

A motion to contribute $100 to Our Lady of the Pillar
was approved.

Bill Warren reported that many of the red vests are in
bad shape and suggested replacing them. It was sug-
gested that the good vests be saved and the worn vests
be discarded. The uniform committee is Eddie Kam-
mer and Charlie Grubbs.

There was a long discussion of the CB&C show. The
date is March 7. Curtain, lights and sound are covered.
A motion to have an afterglow following the show was
approved. There will be no additional charge to attend,
but we will pass the hat for donations which will be
contributed to charities. There would also be a basket
for contributions for beer and soda.

Crossroads will sing four Polecat songs. Several other
quartets will be performing also.

The rental for the St. Ann Community Center is $850.
$300 has been paid in advance. There will be 46 ta-
bles. Eddie and Verne Kammer will handle table deco-
rations. Dick Kury is making the program book and
Dan Kury will handle the sound.

Rose Carlisle and Diane Hubbard will sell Pot of Gold
tickets.

One of the St. Joseph Institute children will draw the
winning ticket and Norm will make the presentation to
the winner.

Walt Hubbard is in charge of the kitchen and the ca-
terer. Dick Kury is printing the tickets. Dean will han-
dle tickets and table assignments.

Beer dispensing will be handled by John Collins.
Dean will purchase the beer.

Caterer provides coffee. Soda will be purchased by
Bill Warren or Bob Wever.

We need to register with ASCAP. Charlie has the pro-
cedure for this.

Afterglow and Caroling locations will be solicited for
ads in the program.

Serving time 5:30. Show Time 7:00.

Ad rates: Vi page $25, Va2 page $50, ¥4 page $60, full
page $100.
Meeting adjourned at 8:52.
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Never Volunteer (not ever) even for
Harmony Foundation. by John Tully

When our President-elect last year
looked for someone to take over the
communications with St. Joseph In-
stitute for the Deaf, I must have been
scratching my head or something be-
cause next thing I know is I volun-
teered for the job. Better pay attention
next time Tully. Then low and behold, come New
Year, it turns out this job is actually called Harmony
Foundation Chairman!! Wow — I have never made it
past Sales Director before.

The very next thing I know is our now President
Norm has a few things to give me from his past work
as Foundation Chairman which turns out to be many
past bulletins (By-Lines) and correspondence from
several places. I mean to say!!! Norm was a piece of
work and a BIG piece at that. I have looked through
the By-Lines from 1993 when the Charitable sponsor
was Heartspring and Ken Gardner was the Chairman.
I remember Ken as he used to sing in a piano bar
called the Wreck Room on Clayton. I met him there
several times. In his last essay of December 1993 he
commented on many things including the White Ele-
phant sale and the worst night and the CB and C as
being super. He also mentioned that chapter dona-
tions to Heartspring we $50 a man in 1992. That is
equivalent to about $100 today. The late Al Lampe
took over in 1994.

Fast forward to the year 2000 and there is Norm
making his contribution already. So he’s been doing
that a long time. I only have the December issue but
in that one Norm is on PART 7 of a treatise on all
that Barbershop does with charitable works. I para-
phrase from this ““ we sing .....so we can also help
others experience life and the quality of life” all
working with various organizations like Harmony
Foundation, Heartspring, Sing America/Sing Canada,
and SPEBSQSA Endowment Program. I say that is
quite a handful. And every month since then Norm
kept our charitable goals in front of the group
through his written articles. Well done!

There are many ways to collect money — I forgot that
there is a white plastic pail in my car with two white
spheres — there used to be a lot more — and someone
has the rest of them — no name calling — but it looks
like we could resurrect the practice of the 50/50 col-
lection each Tuesday.

This takes a team of 2. It looks like I have the man-
agement job of arranging to do this too.

Someone organized the Christmas Caroling which
collects a lot of money for the charity. I am not sure
what a chairman’s responsibility is here — but if it is
not broke — I don’t intend to fix it.

Same thing with the CB&C — there are excellent
people making this work each year — Don Camp-
bell for the program and Bill Warren for chair, and
many others for purchasing of food and beverages
and the serving of the same, booking of the room,
preparation and cleaning of the tables, collection of
raffle tickets on the night, etc. etc.

They all deserve a standing ovation, and this year
we need to get that list of celebrities into our bulle-
tin.

There are other charities getting our money besides
St. Joe. I see from the file we also donated to
USAO of Missouri —one for our troops. There was
also a donation to Pony Bird, a children’s charity.

I am a bit overwhelmed with this responsibility to
follow in these fine fellows’ footsteps when all I
wanted was to scratch my pate in the first place.
But having got the title, I am looking forward to
making it a good year or two even in these hard
times and to try to keep our charitable giving on the
front burner. I have seen first hand the satisfaction
that comes from a participatory program such as
CB&C and caroling, and it beats just giving money,
---almost!!

In conclusion, before this article gets too long, I
realize suddenly that this was always a team effort,
that Norm and Ken and Al were simply the catalyst
and everyone in the Gentlemen of Sound enjoyed
making the goals and doing the right thing for the
kids and others. May we all continue that message
in 2009. I plan to try to keep all informed of how
we are doing each month, God help me.

Harmony Foundation Chair

' n nn #
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O he President’s Corner

First things first .... Thank you Char-
lie Grubbs (Past President,) for lead-

ing us through 2008. You did a fan-

" | tastic job, impossible to follow.

- Someone handed me a paper, listing
" the past presidents of our chapter, the
first year was 1942, that means that

As your new president, I suppose my job will be to
make sure we get through this year, so there will be a
68th year. This will be a piece of cake, only because
of an awesome group of guys who know and live by
the “Suburban Mission Statement.”

Looking at the things that will be happening this year,
it’s amazing how active this chapter really is and how
many different members “take charge” to get things
done, and it appears that many of the same people
have agreed to continue.

Check the mailing page of your bulletin “By-Lines”

and you will see that 16 different members are already

busy this year and in addition so far 3 new names sur-
faced and have agreed to “take charge.” John Tully
has taken over the job as Harmony Foundation chair-

man and he’s already come forth with some new ideas.

Jerry Hindes has accepted the chore of Public Rela-
tions, V.P., he and Del Massey will make the transi-
tion throughout the year. Mike Leonard said “YES” |
will be the new guy to take care of the chapters sound
system. He and Charlie Grubbs will work together to
make the change. Thanks to these 3 guys for

“stepping up.”

Through the year other members may be asked for
your help in one of our many functions and when
asked, I’m sure your reply will be “YOU BET.”

I do have a request to all, please give your absolute
best effort in learning all the words and music, selling
ads and tickets for our Corned Beef & Cabbage Show
on March 7th, but above all... have fun.

A reminder to all members, you are always welcome
to attend any or all board meetings the first Wednes-
day of each month at the Bridgeton Trails Library at
7PM.

Dick Kury said all officers should write an article for
each month so as to set an example for members to
also write an article once in a while so this is my No.
1. New chapter goals will follow. My main job may
be to stay out of the way so you all can “Giter
Done.”

Keep in tune... Norm Meier

we are now celebrating our 67th year.

Nostalgia Again...

As barbershop singers, I’m sure most of us appreci-
ate good music and singers from years past. One
song from the early 1900’s was “Baby Face.” This
popular old timer was composed by Harry Akst
and lyrics by Benny Davis. This was another tune
made famous by “Ole Banjo Eyes” the great Eddie
Cantor. The Jan Garber orchestra with Benny
Davis as the vocalist was the first to record the
song.

The great Al Jolson also sang and later recorded it
on his “Jolson Sings Again” recording. The Art
Moony orchestra recorded “Baby Face” and had a
hit with it in the late 1940’s.

Isn’t it great to have a song sung by both Cantor
and Jolson two of the most famous entertainers of
all time?

Another example of those great old songs is “I’ll be
with you in apple blossom time,” the nostalgic
post World War One tune composed in 1920 by Al
Von Tilzer. This was former speaker of the house
Tip O’neil’s favorite song and it was played at his
wedding.

One of my favorite Gal singing groups, the An-
drew’s sisters revived it in the 1940’s and it be-
came one of their most popular hits.

Ah, the old songs, bring ‘em back again!

From the guy who likes to sing...

Bob Niedringhaus

Attention Gents: A mere 1+ months until we grace the stage at St. Ann’s Community Center
for our St. Pat's'Day Dinner/Show on March 7th._ New ad book guy, get ads.in early....Please
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Here’s what’s happening...

Feb. 04 Monthly Board Meeting
February 13-14--Several chapters participating
in Singing Valentines

February 20-21--1llinois District Academy of Harmony
in Bloomington,IL

March 7--Suburban's Corned Beef and Cabbage Show
(featuring Crossroads)

I\/Ilarch 11--Next Area Council Meeting, same time, same
place

April 4--Florissant's 50th Anniversary Show at James
Eagan Comm. Center

April 17-19--1llinois District Convention in Peoria, IL
ﬁ/%il 24-26--Central States Convention in Springfield,

April 26--Belleville Show (location TBD)

June 20--AoH two shows at Touhill Performing Arts
Center

Gentlemen of Sound Performance Schedule
Feb. 03 Gatesworth #1 McKnight 63124
Mar. 07 Annual Corned Beef & Cabbage Show
Apr. 14 Gambrill Gardens #1 Strecker Rd. 63011
May 19 Our Lady of Life 7655 Watson Rd. 63119
Jun. 23 Chesterfield Villas 14901 N. Quter 40 63017
Jul. 21 Cape Albion 330 Lake Bend Dr 63088

Chapter meetings (Tuesday) now start at 7:00 pm
7 Sharp - Section rehearsals, Quartets, Visits
and leave a little time for TAGS....

vy y

- I February 2009
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Member Happy Birthdays Spouses Happy Birthdays

Feb. 02 Walt Hubbard Feb. 03 Lavern Kammer
Feb. 10 Carl Swofford Feb. 22 Marlene Volk
Feb. 12 John Walsh

Feb. 20 Bob Wever

Feb. 23 Larry Mayton

Happy Anniversary

Feb. 09 Marlene & Dan Ax
Feb. 15 Jean & Bill L_ange
Feb. 16 Connie & John Conrad
Feb. 20 Rosemary & Bob Wever

/4

The Extention Chords Meet every Monday at 7:00 Sharp

I’m missing stuff, Bio
info., B-Day for you &
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~MEN WHO LIKE TOSING!
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spouse, anniversary date |#
etc.? Plz Get it to Dick!

Yook Here szs, o
0 he Write Q) hing

Help Your Chapter With A News Cltem

oor the Next ‘Issue

(ome on, you can do it

T

to the contributors to By-Lines this month.
Bob Neidringhaus, John Tully, Norm Meier
Bill Lange, Bob & Kathy Wever - Photos
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Address correction requested

The Gentlemen of Sound’s
ST. LOUIS SUBURBAN BY-LINES

Celebrating our 67th year, chartered May 21, 1942
Visit our website: www.gentlemenofsound.org

By-Lines is the official monthly publication of the St. Louis Suburban Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
The St. Louis Suburban “Gentlemen of Sound” meet every Tuesday at Our Lady of The Pillar School lunchroom,
403 So. Lindbergh Blvd. (West side) just South of Ladue Road and North of Hwy. 40, Creve Coeur, MO 63141
PHONE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS BEFORE YOU COME, WE MAY BE PERFORMING ELSEWHERE.

Don Campbell, Music Director ~ Larry Throgmorton, Asst. Director

President Norm Meier, 636-225-5643 Harmony Fond. Chairman John Tully, 314-997-5139
Membership V. Pres. Eddie Kammer, 314-849-0763 Music Librarian Bob Niedringhaus, 314-423-6028
Program V. Pres. Dean Carlisle, 636-519-9408 Uniform Committee Bill Warren, Charlie Grubbs
Music V. Pres. Don Campbell, 314-892-7843 Chorus Manager Eddie Kammer, 314-849-0763
Public Relations V. Pres. Del Massey, 314-416-7967 Area Council/District Delegate Bill Warren, 314-846-4808
Secretary Bill Lange, 314-822-4832 Immediate Past Pres. Charlie Grubbs, 314-423-0385
Treasurer Charlie Grubbs, 314-423-0385 Board Members at large:
John Boehm, Morry Kevrick, John Conrad, Walter Hubbard

Bulletin editor & Webmaster ...... Dick Kury, 314-504-0689 |eMail: ........ccoiiiiiiiiiii e, dickkury@swbell.net

Meetings Start at 7:00 p.m. arrive early :0) |Our website, www.gentlemenofsound.org

Harmony Foundation .... Sing .... For



